Wallace’s 1856 letter to his agent, S. Stevens, (published in London’s Zoologist )

Ampanam, Lombock, August 21, 1856.
[...]

"The birds have, however, interested me much more than
the insects, as they are proportionably much more numerous,
and throw great light on the laws of geographical distribution of
animals in the East. The Islands of Baly and Lombock, for
instance, though of nearly the same size, of the same sall,
aspect, elevation and climate, and within sight of each other,
yet differ considerably in their productions, and, in fact, belong
to two quite distinct zoological provinces, of which they form the
extreme limits. As an instance, | may mention the cockatoos, a
group of birds confined to Australia and the Moluccas, but quite
unknown in Java, Borneo, Sumatra and Malacca; one species,
however (Plyctolophus sulphureus), is abundant in Lombock,
but is unknown in Baly, the island of Lombock forming the
extreme western limit of its range and that of the whole family.
Many other species illustrate the same fact, and | am preparing
a short account of them for publication. My collection here
consists of sixty-eight species of birds, about twenty of which
are probably not found west of the island, being species either
found in Timor and Sumbawa or hitherto undescribed. | have
here, for the first time, met with many interesting birds, whose
structure and habits it has been a great pleasure to study, such
as the Artamidae and the genera Ptilotis, Tropidorhynchus,
Plyctolophus and Megapodius.

"A. R. Wallace."



