
Wallace recollecting about being introduced to plants in childhood 

A lady, who was governess in a Quaker family we knew at

Hertford, was talking to some friends inthe street when I and my

father met them, and stayed a few moments to greet them.  I

then heard the lady say. "We found quite a rarity the other

day—the Monotropa; it had not been found before."  This I

pondered over, and wondered what the Monotropa was.  All my

father could tell me was that it was a rare plant; and I though

how nice it must be to know the names of rare plants when you

found them.


