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CUBA
Containment Shuffleboard

The nearest encampment of Russian
forces is only 36 miles from the U.S.
waval base at Guantiname, Cuba. Motor-
ized Commamist-bloc artillery waits at the
end of specially cleared ropds  pointing
poward the perimeter, Inside the 45-5G-
mi. base {see map), the g.o00-plus U5,
spilors and marines hold their tempers,
their fire ond their ground, Last week
Trag Correspondent Willim Rademag-
kers flew out of Guanbinamo with a re-
port on the base's situation and readiness!

After weeks of ominous silence, the
only hale in Castro’s Cactus  Curtain,

hase's local work force—and alzo halt
the embarrassing trickle of post exchange
food that Cuban workers have been able
to carry home with them. People living
in Oriente province, which surrounds the
hase, have been especially hard hit by the
breakdown of Cuba's distribution system.
Beef and chickens, frozen when they leave
Havana 6oo miles away, arrive in Oriente
in an advanced state of decay: so do dairy
products, Said one Cuban on the base:
“Cgr meat sometimes has worms, and
when it doesn't it smells to the heavens.
I do not know how long we can live like
this.” Added another: “Now they tell us,
"ou won't stick it out until January—we
promise you.' It is very difficult to be a
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Cuantinamo's northeast gate, has now
hecome the scene of a tense drama, Over
the weekend, Cuban militiamen threw up
a type of cattle chute—parallel lines of
wire fencing some 300 yards long—
through which the 2300 Cuban civilians
who work on the base were forced to pass.

At 7 am. on Monday, as the first workers/

arrived, the shakedown began. Some men
were stripped naked, each item of cloth-
ing carefully inspected for “documents.”
Others had their shirts or pants removed,
Some were forced to kneel as tough Cu-
ban guards emptied their pockets, spat at
them. and shouted such things as “Why
do you work for the Yankee hastards?"
The inspection took 24 hours before all
the Cubans got through, and in the eve-
ning, as cows grazed peacefully autside
the chute, Guantinamo’s Cubans waited
and sweated for an hour or mare as the
process was repeated before they were
allowed to go home.

The new harassment has braced officials
at the hase for a harder time. The tactics
are obviously designed to choke off the
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hero when you have a family. Tt is now
very difficult to work for the Americans.”

fear Admiral Edward J. O'Donnell,
Guantianamo’s base commander, says that
he can remain operational without the
Cuban workers, just as he can stay in
husiness without Castro’s waler, still be-
ing piped in from the Yateras River four
miles away. In case Castro tries forcible
eviction, the base's perimeter is guarded
by combat-ready U.5. matines equipped
with tanks and artillery, However, the
hulk of the firepower comes from the
ships using Guantinamo's training facili-

ties. Destroyers, cruisers, hattleshipe and’

carriers come and go withoul apparent
plan. Vet a substantial part of the fleet
is always near, and there is more than a
touch of seriousness in the way the crews
go through their paces.

Guantanamo’s personnel  know that
they can be burned for publicly talk-
ing “politics,” but privately they exercise
their rights as U.5. citizens. Many are
angry, frustrated and disillusioned, wor-
ried about “instant appeasement” and

“going under painlessly.” At one of the
clubs on the bage, they play & game bit-
terlv called “containment shuffleboard—
a game vou don’t try Lo win, but simply
try to keep your opponent from scoring
too high.” As one sailor put it: *1'd like to
think that one day we would have the
guts to do something—but I doubt it.”
“It’s hard to hold your head up these
days when you see these Cubans heing
mauled at the gate by Communists,” said
another. *1 never thought I'd see the
day when in a place go miles from the
Stales. Commie guards would keep me
from taking liberty.”

ARGENTINA
Changing of the Guard

The chaos that has been Argentina’s lot
ever since Lhe ouster of President Arturo
Frondizi six months ago was compounded
last week by an ugly civil war amang the
country's ruling military brass, Argenting
artillery fired on Argentine tanks; Argen-
tine air force planes strafed Argentine in-
fantrymen, Bewildered civilians wandered
through Duenos Alres’ streets, sunny in
the South American spring, holding tran-
sistor radios to their ears and trying to
figure out what they were fighting about.

On one side were army officers who
called themselves “Democrats,” Occupy-
ing nearly all the top military positions in
the government, the Democrals had one
principal characteristic: undying hatred
of ex-Dictator Juan Perdén and the out-
lawed, 3.608,000-man Peronista political
organization, Their name derives from the
form of government they propose—"dem-
ncratic dictatorship,” or direct military
vule Tor a minimum of five years.

O the other side stood the “Legalists,”
led by officers in command of the big
Campo de Mayo army base outside Bue-
nos Aires. A few are Nasser-style nation-
alists: others are former Peronista olfi-
cers. Most of them call for early elections
ta choose a new Congress and a constitu-
tional President, argue that the Peronistas
should be returned at least some of their
political rights. But their main point of
unity last week was jealousy of the in-
status of the Democrat wing of the army,
and anger over the fact that they were
being  dismissed {rom  key commands,
When their protests to the War Ministry
were mel with new dismissals, the Legal-
iste mobilized.

“The man in the middle, President José
Maria Guido, the ineffectual puppet in-
stalled aiter Frondizi, pleaded for a truce.
But the military rivals were beyond paci-
fving. As the shooting started, Guido,
who at one point appeared to support the
incumbent Democrats, now threw in his
lot with the rebellious Legalists. It proved
wice. After a series of sharp battles,
the Democrats were driven from Buenos
Aires, The victorious Legalists proclaimed
themselves in charge and called for elec-
tions to return to constitutional rule.
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